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About our Executive Director
Professor Sharroky Hollie is a national educator who provides professional 

development to thousands of educators in the area of cultural responsiveness. 

Since 2000, Dr. Hollie has trained over 150,000 educators and worked in nearly 

2,000 classrooms. Going back 25 years, he has been a classroom teacher at 

the middle and high school levels, a central office professional development 

coordinator in Los Angeles Unified School District, a school founder and 

administrator, and university professor in teacher education at Cal State 

University. Sharroky has also been a visiting professor for Webster University in 

St. Louis and a guest lecturer at Stanford and UCLA.



Let’s Review



Focus on 
Culture 

and 
Language

Classroom 
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Academic 
Literacy

Academic 
Language

Academic 
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CLR Foundation PD 

Sequence



V A

B B

VALIDATE Make legitimate that which the institution (academia) and mainstream 

media have made illegitimate culturally and linguistically

AFFIRM Make positive that which the institution (academia) and mainstream media have made 

negative culturally and linguistically

BUILD Create the connections between the home culture/language and the school 

culture/language through instruction (teaching necessary skills) for success in school and the 
broader social context

BRIDGE Create opportunities for situational appropriateness or utilizing appropriate cultural 

or linguistic behaviors 

VABB



WE

HERE!

V.A.B.B.
Design and Illustration by Carleen Matts



Mindset

Skillset

CLR

Reflective

Responsive



Relate To 
Differently

Three Ways To VABB

Difference = Responsiveness



Diving Into Pool of CLR Activities



Use 
Acquisition 
Strategies

Leveling 
Words

Go To Word 
Exposure 
Activities

Focusing on Academic Vocabulary

List at least two activities in each category



Attention 
Signals

Respondin
g

Discussing Movement

Focus on Engagement

List at least two activities in each category



Recognize 
Bias

Mindset 
Shift

Validate 
and Affirm

Changing Your Mindset



The whole way we have approached the work 
is built upon the assumption that good people 
treat people equitably and it is bad people who 
do all the those terrible things.

Our biases are not decisions made because 
somebody is “out to get” somebody, but rather 
because all human beings have bias. And the 
more we think we are immune to it, the greater 
likelihood that our own biases will be invisible 
or unconscious to us.

- Ross 2014
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Scientific Study of Stereotypes



Five first thoughts about the ethnic group named are:

Mindset: My Blindspots

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Five Most Descriptive of Germans

1. Scientifically minded – 78%

2. Industrious – 65%

3. Stolid – 44%

4. Intelligent – 32%

5. Methodical – 31%

1933 to 2001 – no change



Descriptors of Students

Most Successful

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Least Successful

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

From the least successful list:
1. Circle a word or words that could be a blind spot for you.

2. For any identified cultural behaviors, are you willing to validate and affirm?

3.  Underline a descriptor that may be a result of your current instruction.

4.  Cross out a descriptor that requires external support, beyond your instruction.







Cultural 
Behaviors 

We Can See

Heritage

Cultural 
Behaviors 

We Cannot 
See

Adapted

Performing arts
Food

Clothes
Visual arts

Language

Communalism

Eye Contact

Proximity

Non-Verbals

Concept of Time Conversational 

Patterns

Patterns for Handling 

Emotions Tone 

of Voice



High Resonance                                                                                                            Low Resonance

Communalism
Eye Contact

Realness
Orality and Verbal Expressiveness

Proximity
Concept of Time

Conversational Patterns

1. Recognize the behavior as cultural or (not)
2. If cultural, validate and affirm the behavior first
3. Then, build and bridge to situational appropriate behavior
4. If not cultural, then go to classroom management system

Cultural Elements



Validation and Affirmation 

“Should, ought to, wrong, value-
based terms, fix it,  correctly, right 
way, our way, your way, or the 
only way“

“Understand, tolerate, allow, 
another chance,  consequence-
based terms, this time or next 
time“

“Appreciate, honor, value, love, 
respect, inspired, moved, affirm, 
connect, empathize, can relate or 
am grateful“

Negative or 
Deficit

Neutral Positive
Validation and 

Affirmation



Objective 1 Learn to level the words within the content 
vocabulary

Objective 2
Learn to teach the focus vocabulary 

strategies through the use of CLR tools: 
personal thesaurus and personal dictionary

Objective 3
Learn to use reinforcement (practice) 

activities throughout the week and the use 
of various types of assessments 

Three Must-Dos In Order To Infuse 
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Vocabulary Teaching Habits

- Minutes per day

- Words per week

- Primary methodology

Fact or Fiction

I expect my students to learn most vocabulary 
from reading.

If I feel my students know the word, I move on

I really don’t have time to teach much 
vocabulary

My Eureka Moment

Was

….

The One Change I Can Make

is

Reflection on my 
teaching practice



Why we focus on strategies, not words?

What does it mean to know a word?

How do conceptual and technical meanings differ?

Cronbach’s (1942) Dimensions:
Generalization: ability to define a word

Application: ability to select or recognize situation appropriately

Breadth: ability to apply multiple meanings

Precision: ability to apply a term correctly to all situations and 
to recognize inappropriate use

Availability: ability to actually use the word



What is the surest way to acquire vocabulary?

Read, read, read, read, and read!
What does a proficient reader do when coming across a word he/she does not 

know?
1. Use Context Clues

2. Word parts

3. Skip it

4. Ask somebody

5. Go to dictionary

What is the first step for a struggling reader?

3 Focus Strategies: 
Context Clues, Word Parts, and Synonyms

Why we focus on strategies, not words?



Culturally Specific
cross-generational

get over
call yourself
stay
fixin’ or finna 
cut on/off
get my _________ on.

Dynamic Specific
youth-oriented only

Benjis, cabbage, cheese, cheddar, scrilla,
boon, cat, dawg

Reality of cultural vocabulary and understanding 
slang
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Vocabulary Acquisition Strategies

Key to word acquisition is the focus on strategies that give the 
students tools to attack words that they don't know.

Context 
Clues

Word Parts

Synonym 
Development



Steps To Implement Responsive Vocabulary

1. Tier the Words

2. Focus on strategies that lead to acquisition

Context Clues

Word Parts

Synonyms/Antonyms

3.   Responsive tools for success:
1. Personal Thesaurus
2. Personal Dictionary

4.    Reinforcement activities for practice and multiple assessments



Tier One  - Everyday Words
words that students already know

clock, baby, happy, walk  

These words need no instruction for meaning 

Tier Two – Academic Words

Tier Three – Content 

Specific 

Words

Tier the Words



Tier One  - Everyday Words

Tier Two – Academic Words
High Frequency for mature language users and are found 

across a variety of domains 

maintain, absurd, required, and fortunate

-probably "conceptually coded" for the student

- need intentional, strategic instruction 

-goes in the Personal Thesaurus

-focus on ownership 
of the word

Tier Three – Content 

Specific 

Words

Tier the Words



Tier One  - Everyday Words

Tier Two – Academic Words

Tier Three – Content Specific 
Words

Frequency is low and limited to specific domains

meiosis, exponent, peninsula

-Concept most likely needs to 
be developed.

- -Learned for the purposes 
of content
knowledge.

Tier the Words



antennae muttered hurl

splendid obsessed shuddered

longhorn 
beetle

despiseentomologistmumble

metamorphosed detest

Tier the Words
Practice

Which words are Tier Two?

Criteria for identifying Tier Two words:

1. Importance and utility

2. Instructional potential

3. Conceptual understanding



antennae muttered hurl

splendid obsessed shuddered

longhorn 
beetle

despiseentomologistmumble

metamorphosed detest

STEP 1: Tier the Words 
Practice

Which words are Tier Two?

Criteria for identifying Tier Two words:

1. Importance and utility

2. Instructional potential

3. Conceptual understanding



Choosing Words
Academic word selection/instruction

Choose words that:
• Have importance and utility for mature 
language users.

• Have instructional potential 

• 3-7 words per week (depending on the grade 
level)

8



7

Tier One 

Tier Two

Tier Three
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Vocabulary Acquisition Strategies

Key to word acquisition is the focus on strategies that give the 
students tools to attack words that they don't know.

Context 
Clues

Word Parts

Synonym 
Development



STEP 2: Focus on Strategies – Context Clues

“Most words are learned from 
context, and if we can increase 
students proficiency in learning 

from context even a small amount 
we will greatly increase the number 

of words students learn. It is 
therefore vital to provide students 
with rich, sustained and powerful 

instruction on using context clues.” 

(Graves, 2006)



Context Clues

12

Tier Two Word: DETEST

1. Context Clues
I detest red bell peppers because they make me ill.

Technical meaning is to “dislike intensely.”

2. Word Parts 
• De: Latin, meaning off or from

• Test: Latin, meaning witness, call upon witness

3. Synonym Development
4. The student owns the word hate or dislike 
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Synonym Development
Culturally Responsive vocabulary instruction includes 

focused, intentional synonym development. Many nonstandard 

language users use 1 word many ways. Instructional 

modifications can address this dynamic and students are able to 
be more precise language users.

The little boy is bad./ The little boy is disobedient.

The milk is bad./ The milk is sour.

I had a bad day./ I had a terrible day.

I feel bad about telling a lie./ I feel guilty about telling a lie.



STEP 3: Personal Thesaurus
CLR Instructional Tool

1. Builds on the conceptually coded 
words students already own.

2. Intensive work with synonyms and 
antonyms (tier two words) 
provides SELs with an expanded 
vocabulary that contributes to 
success in the academic 
curriculum.

3. Writing tool to support written 
language development.

4. Opportunity to “academize” slang.
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/store/my-personal-thesaurus



What are the parts of the 
Personal Thesaurus?



Using Personal Thesaurus for Synonym and Antonym 
Development

20

The Personal Thesaurus (PT) is a tool for developing knowledge of 
synonyms and antonyms. It should be used within a system of 

vocabulary instruction.

Big



Professional Development for Educators   - Successful Outcomes for Students   - www.culturallyresponsive.org  - 310.412.2200

Using Personal Dictionary to Develop 
Tier Three or Content Area Words

Personal Dictionary is for content specific words and instruction will 
be different from that for academic terms.

• Students will probably not have their own concept for these words.

• Unlike the PT, a technical definition will be supplied for the term.

• Students must create an illustration and personal connection, the 
teacher will most likely need to provide context and examples to help 
students develop their understanding of the terms.

23



What are the parts
of the Personal Dictionary?



Personal Dictionary 

Tier 3 Word/Academic Term

___________________________

My Personal Definition

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

My Personal Illustration My Personal Connection or Example

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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Personal Dictionary
1. Academic Term

palette

3. My Personal Illustration

4. My Personal Definition

The different colors of paint on a 
board (palette), or that an artist 
chooses to use in a piece of art.

(definition)

2. My Personal 
Connection/Analogy/Example

I read about the painter Jacob 
Lawrence in 4th grade. He must 

have used a large palette of 
bright colors to create all of 

those paintings.



Personal Dictionary
Student Example

25



Personal Dictionary
Math Example



Personal Dictionary
Science Example



Language Is 

Thought

We 

THINK 

Profanely
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http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/opinion/campaign-stops/the-bitch-america-needs.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/opinion/campaign-stops/the-bitch-america-needs.html


Academization
Use of Slang? Profanity? Endearment Use of Racial Slurs?

Who is your audience and what is your purpose

Validate and 
affirm their 

linguistic capital

Language of 
the youth -
temporary, 

dynamic, peer-
driven

Descriptive, 
colorful, 

meaningful to 
youth culture



Term 

Contextualized

Meaning

From student

Academic Term

From teacher or resource

Throw Shade

Killin’ It

On Fleek

S@#t

Nigga



Action Steps
Build background knowledge

◆ Opinions and feelings about 
the word

◆ Origin perspective 
(etymology)

◆ Racist perspective 
(historical) 

◆ Endearment perspective 
(contemporary)

Dealing with the word in academic
◆ The N-Word in American 

Literature
◆ Academization exercise

Practice situational 
appropriateness

◆ When, where, and with 
whom

◆ Potential assignments to 
follow up



Academization

Home Language School/Academic Language

Nigga

Nigger

Redskin

Kike

Wetback

How would 

you 

academize 

these terms?



STEP 4:
Activities for Reinforcement and Practice

1. Students need multiple opportunities to interact and engage with 
words.

2. Reinforcement and practice are essential to support students as they 
are internalizing new words.

❑Students are able to engage in discussion about new words/concepts.

3. Reinforcement and practice help students to further understand the 
word and be able to apply it in a variety of contexts.

4. Reinforcement and practice activities are also effective ways for 
teachers to informally assess students.



Responsive Academic Vocabulary -
Practice & Reinforcement Activities

Guess Who  - Pg. 90

Yesterday’s Headlines - Pg. 69Snowballs - pg. 94

Teaparty - Pg. 96
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The Writing Process



Assessment

– If you are assessing students ability to use context clues and word 
parts to determine word meaning, then multiple choice tests are 
effective.

Multiple choice tests also give students an opportunity to 
practice with standardized testing, something that is essential 
for the success of non-standard language learners.

– If you are assessing for deeper meaning, then other types of 
assessments might be more effective.

32



Vocabulary Quiz



Attention 
Signals

Respondin
g

Discussing Movement

Focus on Engagement
List at least two activities in each category



Selecting Tier 2 
and 3 Words

Teaching 
Strategies, Not 

Words

Six Exposures 
and 

Assessment

Focusing on Academic Vocabulary
List at least two activities in each category



Join VABB Nation!

@validateaffirm
www.culturallyresponsive.org

Sharroky@culturallyresponsive.org

http://www.culturallyresponsive.org/
http://www.culturallyresponsive.org/

