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About our Executive Director
Professor Sharroky Hollie is a national educator who provides professional 

development to thousands of educators in the area of cultural responsiveness. 

Since 2000, Dr. Hollie has trained over 150,000 educators and worked in nearly 

2,000 classrooms. Going back 25 years, he has been a classroom teacher at 

the middle and high school levels, a central office professional development 

coordinator in Los Angeles Unified School District, a school founder and 

administrator, and university professor in teacher education at Cal State 

University. Sharroky has also been a visiting professor for Webster University in 

St. Louis and a guest lecturer at Stanford and UCLA.



• Academic Literacy is the third workshop in the CLR PD sequence.

• CLR educators Validate, Affirm, Build, and Bridge (VABB).

• Constant check in with your mindset and your skillset.

• Must be reflective to do this. Reflection is a skill. 

• Must commit to being responsive in vibe, energy, and action.

• Talk to, Relate to, and Teach Differently.

• Quality instruction is the most powerful variable related to student 
achievement. High levels of engagement are connected to quality instruction.

• Instructionally, CLR is all three methodology boxes and QQS (quantity, quality, 
and strategy).

Let’s Review…again
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CLR Foundation PD Sequence



Bridge
Demonstration of situational appropriateness

Must use appropriate cultural or 

linguistic behavior

Build
Make connections between the home culture and 

language with the school culture and language situation
Must consider situation and what is considered 

appropriate (situational appropriateness)

Affirm
Reversal of negative stereotypes of 

nonmainstream cultures and languages
Must be intentional and purposeful

Validate
Legitimation of home language and culture Must be intentional and purposeful
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Relate To 
Differently

Three Ways To VABB

Difference = Responsiveness



Traditional Responsive Culturally Responsive

Teacher-centered Student-centered Student-centered

One way Two Ways Two Ways

High affective filter Lowered affective 
filter

Lowered affective 
filter

Includes elements of 
cultures like language, 

rhythm, and age 

Methodology Boxes
You Need Instruction in all 3 Boxes
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Diving Into Pool of CLR Activities



Creating Instructional Range

Traditional
Culturally 

ResponsiveResponsive

Fill instructional toolbox (activities).

A CONTINUUM OF TRADITIONAL INSTRUCTION AND RESPONSIVE INSTRUCTION

DIVE INTO THE POOL OF CLR ACTIVITIES



CLR Formula of Success

Quantity

Quality

Strategy



Attention 
Signals

Responding Discussing Movement

Activities Focusing on Engagement

List at least two activities in each category



Use 
Acquisition 
Strategies

Leveling 
Words

Go To Word 
Exposure 
Activities

Focusing on Academic Vocabulary

List at least two activities in each category



Culturally 
Specific/Generic 

Texts
Read - Alouds

Effective Literacy 
Activities

Activities Focusing on Academic Literacy

List at least two activities in each category



Four Instructional Groups
Collect and examine data, then identify children in need of 

the following instruction:

• Advanced

• Benchmark

• Strategic

• Intensive
Kame’enui/Simmons



Objective 1 
Supplement core texts around themes, standards, 

or learning objectives with culturally responsive 
books, articles, stories, and references.

Objective 2 Support students’ reading development with read-
alouds frequently, effectively, and responsively.

Objective 3 Saturate instruction with effective (research-
supported) literacy strategies.

Three Objectives In Order to Infuse Responsiveness



How frequently….

1. Do your students read in class?

2. Do you assign outside reading for your class?

3. Do you use any reading material that is reflective of your 
students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds?

4. Do you and your students engage in reading aloud in class?

5. Do you use research-based, across content area literacy 
activities that build your students’ academic literacy skills?



Why Select Responsive Texts in the First Place?

Students need:
• - To see themselves reflected as part of humanity & have their cultural identity 

affirmed and validated.

• - To have negative messages about themselves and people like them balanced 

with authentic representations of their life experience.

• - Not to be exposed to misrepresentations of others and not miseducated into a 

false sense of superiority.

• - To supplement the limited, institutional hegemonic selections in textbooks.

• - Educators to know what texts are actually responsive.



A Matters of QuantityGame
Children’s Books by and about People of Color & 

First/Native Nations Published in the United States

Source: Statistics Gathered by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, SOE, UofW-Madison



Examples of Number Facts

• In 2017, there were 218 more books written ABOUT African 
Americans, than BY African Americans.

• 3,700 books by/about people of color and First/Native nation 
people were received by the CCBC in 2017. This is 300 more than 
in 2016.

• Since 2002, books received by CCBC, written by First/Native 
Nations people has never exceeded 38 books in a single year.



A Matters of QuantityGame
Children’s Books by and about People of Color & 

First/Native Nations Published in the United States

Source: Statistics Gathered by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, SOE, UofW-Madison
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3 Types Culturally Responsive Texts

Culturally 

Authentic 

Text (CA) 

Culturally 

Generic Text 

(CG) 

Culturally 

Neutral Text 

(CN) 



3 Types Culturally Responsive Texts

Culturally Authentic Text (CA) 

These texts illuminate the experiences of a particular cultural group, linked to the rings of culture: ethnicity, 
gender, class, age, religion, nationality, ability, LGBTQ identity. The language, relationships, interactions, 
behaviors, events, setting, illustrations (if applicable) depict culture below the surface on the “iceberg of culture.” 
Cultural dynamics are represented authentically and relatable in various ways to the targeted audience.

Culturally Generic Text (CG) 

These texts feature characters of various racial identities and/or cultural groups, but contain few or superficial 
details (sometimes generalizations/stereotypes) to define them culturally. Although diverse cultural groups 
appear to be present, they are silent in terms of an authentic voice and experience. They tend to be more 
“tokenistic” in representation or “multicultural” in intentionality. When it applies to culture, the focus is mainly on 
superficial elements and weak connections to the rings of culture. Oftentimes, the contents of these texts 
reinforces mainstream values/themes without any validation and affirmation.

Culturally Neutral Text (CN) 

These texts feature characters of a particular racial group, but there is almost nothing offered culturally and when 
attempted, it is done so in generalizations and stereotypes. Culturally, these texts are bland and typically any 
racial group can be substituted in and nothing would change with the content.





What Type of Text Is It?

1. What cultures appear to be represented in this text? Circle all that apply.

Ethnicity          gender         class          age         religion         nationality        LGBTQ identity      ability

2. What Surface elements of culture, if any, are evident?
_______________________  __________________________ __________________________

3. What Shallow elements of culture, if any, are evident?
_______________________  __________________________ __________________________

4. What Deep elements of culture, if any, are evident?
_______________________  __________________________ __________________________

2. What Stereotypes/Generalizations/Misrepresentations are evident?
_______________________  __________________________ __________________________

3. Identify the Type of Text: 

Culturally Authentic           Culturally Genetic             Culturally Neutral





As Brave as You 
by Jason Reynolds 

“ Marcus Crabtree!” It was always a bad sign whenever anyone in 
the Harris family called you by your full name. It was the call 
before a butt-whuppin’. 

”I know you ain’t walk in my house before knockin’ your boots 
clean. You got dirt, and…” She stopped and sniffed. “What’s that, 
dog mess?”

Grandma said all of this before she actually got to the kitchen. 
Once she did, and saw Crab standing there with the squirrles, she 
really went off.

Middle Grade Fiction

Culturally Authentic



In the season opener, Andi is hoping her parents get 
married. Meanwhile, she is also sorting out her feelings 
for classmate Jonah.

Andi's best friend is the 13-year-old boy Cyrus. Cyrus 
also begins to realize he likes Jonah. For him, this begins 
a journey of self-discovery. Cyrus also learns about self-
acceptance as a gay teenager.

Rush, the actor who plays Cyrus, posted on Instagram 
about how "Andi Mack" will affect young viewers.

He said the show will help young people talk about the 
topic of being gay with their parents and others who 
support them. Rush said this will give young people "the 
power to decide their futures."   

Elementary Non-Fiction

Culturally Generic

Disney Channel airs its first 

gay storyline on “Andi Mack” 
by Agence France-Presse, adapted by 

Newsela staff



It was a small quiet orchid garden, and the girls couldn’t see anyone 
else in there. It seemed there were only gorgeous, colorful orchids 
blossoming everywhere. Blooms of yellow, purple, pink and orange 
filled every nook and cranny of the flowerbeds. Some orchids were 
even growing from tree stumps and logs!

“Wow,” Kristy breathed. “They’re beautiful!”

Rachel was looking thoughtful. “Almost too beautiful,” she pointed 
out in a low voice. “The orchid petal has been stolen, so they should 
all be wilting.”

Kristy nodded. “The orchid petal must be nearby,” she agreed. “It’s 
the only thing that could be making orchids so bright and healthy.”

The girls knew that each of the seven magical petals helped a 
particular group of flowers to grow well. The magical orchid petal 
made orchids bloom all over the world, but it also made sure that 
purple and blue flowers were healthy and colorful too.

Culturally Neutral

Olivia the Orchid Fairy 
by Daisy Meadows Early Elementary Fiction



Word Problems in Math

Mr. John's new hybrid car gets him 
50 miles per gallons.

If Mr. John gets a full tank with 14 
gallons of gas, how far can Mr. 
John go?

Elizabeth needed 365 jingles to finish 
her jingle dress for the upcoming 
powwow. She had enough tins to 
make 224 jingles. Elizabeth needs to 
borrow some jingles to finish her 
dress. She doesn’t want to borrow 
too many from one person, so she 
will borrow some from her 
grandmother, some from her aunt, 
and some from her neighbor. How 
many more jingles does Elizabeth 
need and how many does she need to 
borrow from each woman to finish 
her dress?



Tips for Selecting and Supplementing

Recognize the types of culturally responsive 
texts.

Think broadly for making connections between 
your core (mainstream) texts and culturally 
responsive selections.

Think in terms of all the 
cultures, don’t just lock 
into race. 

Youth

Ethnic

Sexuality

Socioeconomic  

Religion

Gender

National

Geographical



Effective Read-Alouds

Accuracy

Rate
Prosod

y

Students need to read aloud 

frequently to develop fluency:



CLR Read-Alouds As Sets

Set 
One

Popcorn, Jump-in, Fade-in/Fade-
out

Set 
Two

Echo Read, Choral Read, Fill in 
the Gap

Set 
Three

Tag Read and Radio Read

Set 
Four

Paired Reading, Shadow Read

Teacher Reads Aloud is #1



What are you already doing/what new 
insights did you gain...

• Selecting texts

• Read-alouds

• Culturally Responsive Literacy Strategies



Culturally 
Specific/Generic 

Texts
Read-Alouds

Effective Literacy 
Activities

Activities Focusing on Academic Literacy

List at least two activities in each category



Join VABB Nation!

@validateaffirm
www.culturallyresponsive.org

Sharroky@culturallyresponsive.org

http://www.culturallyresponsive.org/
http://www.culturallyresponsive.org/

